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CAUTION RECOMMENDED IN THE USE AND Ap. ' 


PLICATION OF SCRIPTURE LANGUAGE, 


} 


(Continued from. page 139) 


Thirdly ; in opposition to the Jews. who’ 


at the day of judgment; wed. upon this foun 
dation, haz becu erected a doctrine which lays 
the axe atonce tothe root of all religion, 


that of an absolute appointment to salvation 


or perdition independent of ourselves or any 


were so much offended by the preaching of | thing we can do--and what is extraordinary, 
the gospel to the Gentiles, St. Paul maintains | those very arguments and expressions (Rom 
with great industry, that it was God Almigh-, chap. Ig. x. xi.) which the apostle employed 


ty’s intention from the first, fo substitute at a | 
fit season into the place of the rejected Is. 
raelites a society of men, taken indilferently 
out of ail nations under heaven, and admitted 
to be the people of God upon easier aad more 
comprehensive terms: this is expressed in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians as follows— 
“ Having made known to @s the mystery of | 
his will, according to his good pleasure, which | 
he hath purposed in himself. that, in the dig- 
pensation of the fulness of times, he might | 
gather tegether in one all things in Christ.” 
The scheme of co!lectwng auch a society was 
what God foreknew before the foundation of 
the world ; was what he did predestinate ; 
was the eteral. purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus; and, by consequence, this so 
ciety in their collective capacity, were the 
objects of this foreknowledge, predestination, 
and purpose ; that1s,in the language of the 





apostles, they. were they, “ whom he did 
foreknow,”’ they “ whom he did predesti- 
nate ;” they were chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world; they were “ elect 
according ‘to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father.” This doctrine has notbing in it 
harsh or obscure. But what have we made 
of it? The rejection of the Jews, and the 
aderiing another community into their place, 
composed, whilst it was carrying on, an object 
of great magnitude in the attention of the in- 
spired writers who understood and observed 











it. This eveot, which engaged so much thaggion of * slaves to that of 


thoughts of the apostle, is now only read of, 
and hardly that—the reality anc the impor. 
tance of it are little known or attended to.— 
Losing sight, therefore, of the proper occa- 
sion of these expressions, yet wiiling, after 
our fashion, to adapt them to ourselves, and 
finding nothing else 1n our circumstances that 
suited with them, we have learnt at length to 








apply them to the final destiny of individuals 


to vindicate the impartial mercice of God, 
against the narrow and excluding claims of 
Jewish prejudice, have been interpreted to 
establish a dispensation the most arbitrary 
and partial that could be devised, j 

Fourthly; the conversion of a grown per- 
son from Heathenism to Christianity, whichis 
the case of conversion common'yyintended in 
the Epistles, was a change of which we have 
bow no just conception: it wasa new name, 
a new language, a new society ; a new faiih 
anew hope ; anew object of worship, a new 
rale of lite; a history was disclosed-full of 
discovery and sarprise ; a prospect of futuri- 
ty was unfolded, beyond imagination awful 
and august ; the same description applies in a 
great part, though not entirely, to the conver- 
sion of a Jew, This, accompaniedas it was 
with the pardon of every former sin (Rom. tii 
25,) was such an era in a man’s life, so re- 
markable a period in his recollection, sucha 
revolution of every thing that was most im- 
portant to him, as might well admit of those 
strong figures and significant allusions by 
which it isdescribed in scripture: it was a 
“ regeneration,” ora new birth; it was to 
be “born again of God, and of the Spirit ;”” 
it was to be * dead to sin,” ana “ alive from 
the dead ;” it was to be“ buried with Christ 
in baptism, and raised together with him ;” 
it was “‘a new creature,” and ‘a new cre- 
ation ;”? it was a translation from the condi- 
sons ;” from 
“ strangers and foreigners, to be fellow citi- 
zens with the saints, and of the household of 
God.” It is manifest that no change equal or 
similar to the conversion ofa Heathen can be 
experienced by us, or by any one educated in 
a Christian country, and to whom the facts, 
precepts, and hopes of Christianity have been 
from his infancy familiar; yet we will retain 
the same language ; and what has been the 


. 
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consequence ? One sort of men, observing | 
nothing in the lives of Christians correspond. | 
ing to the magnificence, if I mav so say, ol} 
these expressions, have been tempted to con 
elude, that the expressions themselves had no 
foundation in trath aud nature, or in any thing | 
bat the enthusiasm of theirautbors. Others, | 
again, understand these phrases to signify | 
nothing more, than that gradual amendment 

of life and conversation, which reason and nt 
ligion sometimes produce tn particular Christ. | 
ians : of which interpretation it is truly said, | 
that it degrades too much the proper force oi | 


gy and import to an event so ordinary in its 

own nature, and which is common to Chirist- 

ianity with every other moral institution.— | 
{vastly ; a third sort, io order to satisfy these 
<xpressions to their full extent, have imagin- 
ed to themselves certain perceptible 1mpulses 
of the Hoiy Ghost, by which, in an tnstant, 
and in a manner, no doubt sofliciently extra- 
ordinary, they are “regenerate and born of 
the spirit ;* they become ‘, new creatures ;” | 
they are madé the ‘sons of God,” who were 
before the ‘children of wrath;” they are 
freed from sin,”’ and “ from death ;”’ they are | 
chosen, that is,and sealed, without a possibili- 
ty of fall, unto final saivation. Whilst the | 
patrons of a more sober exposition have been | 
often challenged, and someiimes confounded 

with the question—If such expressions of | 
scfipture do not. mean this, what do they’ 
mean ? To which we answer, Nothing: noth- | 
ing, that is to us; nothing to be found, or | 
sought for, in the present circumstances of | 
Christianity. . 

More examples. might be procuced, in! 
which the unwary use of scripture language | 
has been the occasion of difficulties and mis." 
takes—but I forbear—the present are sufh- | 
cient to show, that it behoves every one who | 
undertakes to explain the scriptures, before. | 
he determine to whom or what an expression | 
is now a days to be applied, to consider dili- 
gently whether it admit of any such applica- 
ion atall; or whether it is not rather tote 
restrained to the precise circumstances and 
occasion for which it was originally compo- 
sed. 

} make no apology for addressing this sub- 
‘ect to this audience ; because whatever re- 
lates to the interpretation of scripture, relates 
as | conceive to us; for, if, by any light we 
may cast upon these: aneieut books, we can 
enable and invite the people to read the Bi 
ble for themse!ves, we discharge, in my judg 


- \ 
language, to apply expressions of such ener | 
| 








| stncere Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


ment, the first duty of our function; evee 
bearing in mind, that we are the ministers 
not of our own fame or fancies, bat of the 
Dr. Paley. 
—+o— 
For the Liberal Chrishan. 

lyf .am so fortunate as to understand the 
orthodox doctrine of atonement, tt is this; 
Men were under the coudemnation of God on 
account of the sin of Adam. In this situation 
it was impossible for them to escape from the 
everlasting punishment prepared for the dev- 
‘| end his angels, unless the beloved Son of 


| God, a pure and spotless being, should suffer 


a most ignomintous and cruel death for their 
sakes. With these terms the Son of God, 
actuated by love to fallen man, complied, and 
in due time descended to this earth, where 
he suffered death by crucifixion. By this act 
the curse was removed, and all men can now 
be saved, ifthey believe this and several oth- 
er doctrines of a similar nature, and happen 
to be among that happy number who have 
been elected to salvation from before the cre- 
ation of the world 

The doctrine of the atonement as above 
explained, | do not believe. My reasons for 
disbelieving it are first, it is not contained in 


Scriptures ; secondly, it is irrational and ab- 


surd. 

1. It will be confessed that the Scristures 
do not any where contain an express and lit- 
eral statement of this doctrine. But its ad- 
vocates cite from them such language as this : 
“ Christ died for sinners,’’ “ his blood was 
shed for men,” * heis our Saviour, Redeem. 
er, fc.” Tacknowledge that such language 
is frequently used in the Scriptares; but I 
say it is very far from proving the doctrine 


ander consideration. We frequently use Jan- 


guage verv similar when speaking of our fel- 
law men, EKpaminonidas, Alfred & Washing- 
ton are frequently styled the saviours of their 
respective countries ; and when we reflect 
how great were their trials their sufferings 
and their labors, and how effectually thev re- 
stored their countries to the enjoyment of 
peace and independence, we cannot but ac- 
kilowledge the propriety of, the appellation 
which an admiring world has bestowed upon 
them. Aud may we not be permitted to say 
of the brave, the intrepid, the patriotic War- 
ren, who nobly fellin defence of bis country’s 
boner and his country’s rights, ‘ bis blood 
was shed for his country.” ) 

The word “ Saviour’ does not neces- 
sarily import one who literally and per force 
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snatches us from dingo’, bat will equa’ Hy ap 
ply to him wno points it Out to us, shews us a 
way O17 escape, and induces usto flee tea 
niace of security. ‘has iff enter a hou-e 
which | perceive to be in flames, rouse up a 

erson who i3 sleeping unconscious of the im 
minegnt peril to which he ts exposed, and 
point out to him a ladder by whica he makes 
his escape, [ may with propriety be said to 
save tim. So, iil see a thoughtless young 


Hman indulging in a rouad of vicious and in 
Htemperate ‘pleasures, and by s 


shewing him the 
dreadful consequences to which his conduct 
exposes him, and by giving him directions 
how be may conquer his bad habits, | induce 
him to reform, | may also be said ta save Ain. 


SNow let us suppose that Christ came tato this 


world {o convince men of the dreadful nature 
and horrid consequences of their sins, to set 
before them sufficient motives and give them 
he proper directions for their reformation, 
that ia effecting this he endared the most bit- 
ter persecution which an ignorant and haugh- 
ty nation could heap upon him and finally 


ubmilted to a death, than which none is more | 


agonizing and pone more disgraceful. Li 
such =was the object of his mission and sach 
ihe maoner in which he accomplished it 
ould we not with the atmost propriety say, 
‘He died for us” “ His blood was shed for 
ianers” “ He is ovr Saviour and Redeem. 
er’? {f we call that man saviour who was 
erely instrumental in. freeing a single coun 
ry from temporal bondage, certainly nothing 
an be more proper than to call him by way 
of pre eminence * the Satiour’ who has ena- 
bled all who will to escape from hell and en- 
oy the blessed presence of their Father in 
eaven for ever and ever’! Now should | 
allow, that the language, which the orthodox 
uote in proof of their doctrine of atonement, 
will bearthe construction they put upon it 
which { am far from doing) still if | can show 
hat it will, with equal propriety, bear anoth- 
er construction, far more rational, and far 
ore consonant with the general tenor of 
cripture, am [ not authorized in saying, their 
loctrine is pot contained in scripture ? 

2. It may perhaps be thought sufficient to 
ave shewn that the doctrine under consider- 
tion is not contained ir the acriptures, with- 
but attempting to prove its absurdity ; but as 

proof of the latter will strengthen the con- 
iclion ef the former, { will make a few re. 

marks upon this head, 

The voice of nature concurs with that of 


Revelation in declaring God to be a Being atonement. 
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/sin of one individual ? 
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TIAN, 
= AN meek 
whose attributes of Justice, Wisdom, ag 


hevolence, are perlect. fs it not absus 


‘believe that sucha Being would sulfer him- 


mankind fora sing'e 
And tsit not stil no 
that when thas angry he 
eased oniy oy the suflermyg ol an 
being 2 And do carry the 


vein 
hisivest yitco _ he. 
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self to be angry with ali 


wore 


would be app 
mnocent 
absurdity 
Hreve that 


we Hol 


lo ihe when 
lanocebhi 


ngland there 


this 
exisis a aw ‘that 
whoever steals the value of twelve pence 
shall sotfer Let us suppose aman ts 
brought before one of their courts and is con» 
victea ofthe crime. We will 
pose thatthe kiag has a son who offers to die 
forthe criminal. The father accepts the of 
fer and the heir apparent ends his earthly 
career npon the gallows. The criminal 1s 
immediately restored to favor and is let loose 
upon society, free to commit any other 
crimes which his wicked heart mav meditate. 
If such a transaction were to take place, 
shouid we ‘eel any respect for the wisdom or 
the goodness of the Kiog ? 

The obsect of all punishment must be ei- 
ther to correct the offender or prevent the re- 
petition of the offence. ‘io punich the inne. 
cent forthe guilty cannot produce either of 
these effects. It cannot correct the offender 
because br it he suifers no inconvenience 
from the crime, and enjoys a)l that pleasure 
the anticipation of which ied him to ifs com 
mission. It cannot prevent the repetition of 
the offence, but will rather encourage it, for 
when wickea men observe that the punish- 
ment of their crimes is visited. upon the heads 
of their neighbors, their malicious design to 
injure others will be added to their natural 
love of the sinful pleasure of crime, tn tnstt- 
gating them to its commission. Need any 
thing further be advanced toshew the abeurc- 
uy of punishing the mnocent for the guilty ! 

a prominent feature in the doctrine of atone- 
ment! out let us look at the subject in one 
other point of view. This docirine teaches 
that the millions and millions of human be- 
ings, who have existed since the days of Ad- 
am, have all been cursed for his sin, and that 
nove have been or can be saved unless they 
belicve that the curse has been removed by 
the shedding of the blood of God himself, and 
are among those few whom God has uncon. 
ditionally eleeted. This is plain language, 
but it is 00 more nor less than the faithful 
interpretation of the Calvinistic doctrine of 
A Layman of Brooklyn, 
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THE DUTY OF PROPESTANTS. 


SHoutp the inquiry be urged—On what 
points is it the daty of Christians of the pres- 
ent day particularly to make improvements ? 

| answer, 


1. They are bound to display the practi- 
cal effects of protestant priaciples in a higher 
degree than these have as yet been manifest- 
ed io the Christian world. 

The reformers, in their dispute with the 
Romish Church, took the most tenable ground 
which they maintained with all the force of | 
argument, andall the power of truth, viz.— | 
‘© The sufhciency of scripture as a rule of 
faith and practice, and the right of private 
judgment.”? But ro sooner had they separa 
ted a large portion of the Christian communi- 
ty from the Catholic communion, than they, 
in direct violation of their own principies, as- 
sumed the spiritual domination over their 
protestant brethren from which they them- 
selves revolted, under the Roman pontiff.— 
By theirown authority they established for- 
mularies as the test of orthodoxy, and they 
denied the Christianity of all who dissented 
from them. Luther was strenuous to de- 
prive the individual of every Christian priv- 
lege, and every worldly blessing, who de. 
nied the real presence of Christin the eucha. 
rist; and Calvin burnt Servetus for denying 
the doctrine of the trinity, that there were 
three persons in the godhead. The spirit of 
Popery is not yet banished from the Christ- 
ian Chorch. How many, in the present 
day, judge of the Christianity of their breth- 
ren, not by their profession of a belief in the 
divine origin of our reiigion—not by an adop- 
tion of the scriptures as the standard of faith 
and the rule of conduct—not bya life and 
conversation which become the gospel—but 
by their embracing the creed of this or the 
other human master in theology. These 
things, my candid hearers, ought not so to 
be. 

To what cause are. we indebted for the 
creat improvements, which have been made 
10 most branches of science and philosophy ? 
‘To the liberty which scientific men have en. 
joyed fearlessly to examine established sys- 


vestigation is least shackled by human an.) 
thority; it will most prevail, Let, then, the 
disciple of Jesus Christ in realily,in practice} 
grant his Christian brother the liberty ol judy. 
ment which he claims for himself. Let hin 
not view his bruiher lesa worthy as 2 man, or| 
ihe less pare as a Christian——let bim not love 
him the less, because bis inquiries into the) 
sacred oracles result iu the adoption of opia. 
ions which differ from his own ; but ifhe, by 
an exhibition of the fruits of the gospel, prove} 
that he loves the Lord Jesus Christ in sincer.) 
ity and truth, let the hand of charity be ex.) 
tendedtohim. Ther will the Christian com. 

munity cease from strife, and the unity of thely 
spirit will be preserved in the boud of peace, 

2. It isthe duty of those who deny humin 
‘authority tn the concerns of-rehgion, who} 
have the most thoroughly freed themselvei 
from the prejudice of party, aud risen above 
the exclusive spirit of a sect, to appear open. 
ly the advocates of the great interests which 
at heart they approve, and publicly to sup. 
poit the system which they believe to be 
true, 

The present situation of the Christian 
community in our country renders this inde. 
pendent avowal of opinion the more incum. 
bent. Itcannot be denied that systematic 
measures are now zealously prosecuted top 
check the prevalent spirit of inquiry, to rep 
strain the exercise of private judgment, andp 
to deny Christian fellowship to all who refuse 
assent to an human creed. © This remark i: 
not made from any apprehension that the at. 
tempt to lord it over the heritage of Godp 
will finally succeed. The nature of our peb- 
lic institutions, and the genius of the peopieh 
of of our country, forbid the supposition.— 
Did | singly regard the extensive prevalence} 
of that system of Christian opinions which | 
embrace, | could not desire more efficient 
pioneers to remove the impediments which 
retard its progress, than the anathemas an¢ 
excommunications which are now threaten. 
ed. ‘The thought of crushing liberal Chris. 
tianity, as many denominate it, by eeclesiast 
ical censures, is idle. But | am appaHed 07 
a view ofthe temporary evils whieh mus‘) 
arise from the attempt. Angry disputes willl) 


tems, to bring theories to the test of experi- | prevail, and those divisions may take place] 


ment, and to publish the result of their inves- 
tigations without hazarding their personal 
safety, ortheir worlcly interest. The same 
liberty of inquiry and publicatiea would pro 
duce the like beneficial effects.in theology. — 


which must paralize the strength of many of 
our parishes, and leave no denomination the 
ability to support the public institutions of the) 
gospel. Evils, then, may follow of which wel 








Greatis the power of truth, aud when its in- 


may be awfully-afraid. Means will be want) 
ing to maintain a pious and Jearned ministry | 
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destitute parishes will be left opeu to impres- 
sions from igaorant and enthusiastic smer 
aunts; and the worst evils of party, and the 
most extravagant excesses of fanaticism, it 
must be expected, will prevail. ) 

Let the voices, then, of all who discounte. 
nance an exclusive spirit among Christians, 
be lifted up against it, that the advocates for 
separation may be convinced that they have 
not the overwhelming majority of the intelli- 
gence, the piety, the Zeal, and sincerity of 
the community, which promise success to 
their measures. Let those inthe Christian 
ministry, who bear the title of orthodox, be 
told, that if they, in an unchristian manner, 
separate from their more ‘iberal brethren, 
their liberal parishioners will separate from 
them. Then they may perceive the danger 
of their own plan, and may be induced to 
desist from its prosecution. They then may 
be inclined to inquire, not respecting points 
on which. Christians differ, that they may di- 
vide—but in which they agree, that they 
may be united. The Christian ground, which 
is common, is so broad, that all may stand on 
it, and be fellow laborersin promoting the 
true interests of the kingdom of Christ, the 
Lord of all. 

3. It is theduty of those, who verily think 
that they have purified their Christian faith 
from human corruptions, and that they hold 
the truths of the gospel in their simplicity and 
purity, to maintain a moré consistent profess- 
ion, and to exhibit more of the practical {fruits 
of their religion. . 

Papists were incessantly goading the first 
reformera with charges of laxity of principle, 
and a disregara to the vital interests of the 
Christian Church ; of breaking down all the 
barriers, that the wolf might enter the fold, 
and destroy the flock. Precisely the same 
complaints the orthodox now make: against 
Unitarians. You give up one doctrine after 
another— where will youstop ? You deny the 
truth of-essential articles—what do you be- 
lieve ? You are blinded by the pride of phi- 
losophy, and are passing down “ the stream of 
error.to the gulph of perdition.” ‘Thus im- 
peached, it becomes the imperious duty of 
Unitarian professors to make it manifest that 
their dissent from more common ofinions-ari} 
ses not from the spirit of opposition, tut the 
love of truth ; not from indifference to relig- 
jon, nor for a fondness for latitudinarian 
principles, but from a superior regard to the 
instruction of Christ, our common Lord and 
Master. ‘They are bound to make it appar. 
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ent, that they yield a cheerful, an unreserved 
submission to the authorily of revelation ;— 
and eudeavor ia the sober use of reason, to 
comply with the apostolic direction, “Judge 
ye what I say.” Let them show that they 
deem it theic most sacred obiigation to study 
diligently the scriptures, that they may learn 
}and embrace the true doctrines of the gospel; 
at the same time, thatthey believe and as- 
sert, that men, differing in their mental pow- 
era and advantages for biblical knowledge, 
may in this examination, form different opin- 
ions, apd still be sincere and sound Christ 
ians. 

Above all, let enlightened Christians prove 
that they prize revelation as the richest gift 
of God, by an uaiform obedience to the cum- 
mands of their divine Lord. Let them sta- 
tedly attend on the institutions of public wor- 
ship—celebrate the death ef the friend who 
sacrificed his life for their salvatton—support 
a Christian profession by general practice 
and conversation, which become the gospel— 
and adorn their respective stations in society 
with virtues the most appropriate and the 
most useful, 

In theic intercourse with the members of 
the Christian family, let the enlightened and 
liberal disciple of Jesus Christ discover a for- 
bearing anc charitable temper; and manifest 
a disposition to meet those who in speculative . 
doctrines differ from him, in the endeavor to 
promote the great design of the gospel. 

In this manner, let Unitarians cause their 
light to shine before men ; and may all who 
see their good works, become the followers 
of them, as far as they are the followers of 
Christ. Dr, Bancroft. 
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ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST.. 
(Concluded from page 142) 


3. Jesus did that he mght rise from the 
dead, and bring immortality to light, 


Ir is to this fact, that Jesus did on the 
the third day after bis crucifixion rise from 
the tomb, and having continued long enough 
with his disciples to make the fact unques- 
tionable, did ascend to Heaven—it ia to this 
fact, tbat we are indebted for all our well 
founded hoz s that death i3 only the enter. 
ance to another world, ! know of no argu. 
ments from any other source, no considera- 
tions purely rational, or derived from auy 
physical analogies, or the moral state of the 
world, or apy strong desires that have been 
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wrought into the haman constitution, which ; was no man entitled to any eminence as a 
amount to any thing like a philosophical de. | philosopher, who seriously believed it. The 


monstration that the soul of man will live for- 
ever, There are arguments, which, when 


“ancients were in possession of a!] these ar. 
iguments, which are strictly the offspring of 


the trnth is once actua'ly made known to us | haman reason, bat they were wise enough to 


from the Supreme Being, are entitled to some 
weight in confirming it and in reconciling it to 
the understanding as a reasonable doctrine ; 
bat of themselves these arguments can only 
excite some vague and faint hope, upon which 
no man can rest in safety. ‘Uhe evidence for 





See that their whole coilective force fell far 
| short of satisfactory evidence, We may quote 


indeed some fine passages from Cicero and 
others, which look as if they delighted to 
dwell upon the ideaas a sweet ijlusion; but 
we can produce from their writings, nothing 


cxample for the immortality of the soul, | like a cool and deliberate judgement that 


which flows from our horror of death sed our 
ardent desire to live forever, 13 maaifestly tn 
conclusive, because our mere wishes,however 
strong and universal, are no proof that what 
we wish will certainly take place. 

The argument from certain natural objects, 


from the various.stages throagh which an in 


sect passes to its maturity,—from the flower 
which withers and revives—from the tree 
which is atripped of its verdure by the frost 
and viooms again with returning spring, if this 
can be called av argument is equally ansatis- 
factory, because this very insect and flower 
and tree at last absolutely die and moulcer to 
dust. Allihis is very well as poetical image: 
ry and illustration, but it is not proof, 

The evidence from the unequal distribution 
of rewards and punishments ia the present life, 
does not prove that there will necessarily be 
another. ‘The true inference from this fact 
is that God is unjust, or ifhe is just, that ev- 
ery individual bas upon the whole more hap- 
piness than misery and therefore has no rea- 
son to complain. When we have known 
that God is just, and that there will be a state 
of solemn retribution; then indeed the mora! 
state of the world supplies an argument in 
confirmation of the trath, which cannot be an- 
swered, ; 

Lastly, the reasons which are taken from 
a consideration of the nature of the soul it- 
self, itis very easy to see are fanciful; for no 
man, who has any just conception of the 
strength of bis own faculties, will presame to 
explain the nature or esseace of aoy being or 
thing whatever.. 

Every thing therefore depends upon the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We. venture 
to say that if be had not risen from the 
grave, the everlasting duration of man never 
could have been proved—life and immortal- 
ity never could have been brought to light. 
And this opinion is powerfully supported dy 
a fact, of which there is ample testimony, 
that before this moet glorious event, there 





| death would not terminate their hopes and 
fears, and that the grave was not the seat 
of everlasting forgetfulness. 


Jesus died, then, that he might rise again. 
He Jied openly in the presence of the whole 
Jewish nation, that his death might be placed 
beyond all dispute ; that he might preclude 
any doubt ofits having taken place, or any 
suspicion of fraud. -He has thus placed oor 
hopes of surviving the death of oar bodies, 
upon a fonndation which cannot be moved. 
He has thus made his gospel, and its sanc- 
tions something more than a beautiful fiction. 
Admit that Christ has become the first fruits 
of them that slept; and then we may de- 
scend into the tomb in peace, certain that 
death cannot hold us forever; certain that 
the great God who spake all nature into ex- 
istence, will speak again and all, who have 
ever existed, shall spring iato new life and 
dié no more. Take away this fact of the 
resurrection and immortality becomes a mere 
vision of hope. S.C. 


—02¢o- 
Serious PRAYERs, 


SER10US prayers are not those elegant and 
eluquent addresses to an audience, of which 
we sometimes hear the world speak in terms 
that make our hearts ache ; but they are the 
simple and unaffected effusions of a grateful, 
hamble, and devout soul, when it places itself 
in the conscious presence of God, and comes 
to hold communion with the Father of our 
spirits ; and when overwhelmed with the re- 
collection of Goe’s guodness, mercy, and for- 
bearance, it presses forward with the feeble 
offering ot thanksgiving; and trembling, and 
humbled under a conviction of its own sinful, 
ness, ingratitade, and defective obedience, in 
the spirit of the prodiga! it pleads for mercy 
for itself and for those frail, imperfect,and sin- 
ful creatures in the same condemnation, 
whose feelings and purposes it endeavors te 
uttcr before God. Colsman. 










































THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN, 


151 








- a me - —— —veer— > - 





Serious PREACHING. 


Szriows sermons are oot those rhetorical 
d philosophical orations, which dazzle us 
-the beauty of their imagery,or confound by 
e avstruseness of their speculatious, and 
ave us only in admiration of the talents of 
he speaker ; vor those beautiful and super- 
ial moral essays ou the nature of virtue and 
ce, which fall upoo the beart like ‘ the rays 
a December moon ;’ nor those learned dis 
ays of biblical criticism conceruing some 
sputed reading, which however useful to 
e theological student in his closet only serve 
unsettle the faith and lessen the reverence 
common chfistians for the scriptures them- 
ives ; nor philosophical defences of the gos- 
| egainst objections, which never entered 
tothe imagination of any but the vain man, 
ho wishes to display his skill in their refuta- 
nj nor vindictive denunciations of the 
ntiments and characters of christians, who 
fer from you, which only serve to inflame 
e worst passions of men, and bring to our 
membé@rance, with feelings of extreme 
ortification for our present degeneracy, the 
es, when it was said by the heathen of the 
sciples of Jesus,‘ behold how these christ- 
nslove one another; nor those pourings 
rth of unintelligible jargon and those dark. 
ings of counsel by words without knowl 
lige, concerning points of faith, which ac- 
yrding te Milton, furnished a subject of in- 
iminable discussion to the spirits of Pande 


onium ; where 
** Others apart sat on a hill retired, 
In thoughts more elevate and reasoned hich 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will and fate ; 
Fix’d fate, free will, foreknowledge abso!ute, 
And found no end in wandering mazes lost.” 


{ serious sermons are such reasonings con- 
rning righteousness, and temperance, and 
igment to come, as made a Felix tremble ; 
such werds of truth and soberness as al- 
ost persuaded Agrippa to become a christ- 
; or such eppeais to. the common sense 
d consciences of men, as when Jesus de 
anded of his hearers, why they did not of 
emselves judge what is right; or such il- 
ptrations of the. great principles of human 
ty, drawn from the relations of life, as are 
en in the story of the good Samaritan ; 
such lessous of humility as we find in the 
table of the pbharisee and the publican ; or | 
h melting appeals to the best feelings of | 
r nature, and such affecting exhibitions of | 
t tendernessvand mercy of God, as are dis 
ved in that most beautiful, touching, and | 








tustractive of all parables, the prodigal son ; 
or such plain and practical rules of duty as 
are inculcated inthe sermonon the mount. 
Serious sermons in fine are (bose simple, 
perspicuous, direct addresses to the under 
standings, and hearts, and consciences ef 
men, which ‘make them forget the preacher, 
and think of themselves ; which show them 
what is obligatory and what is practicable ; 
which press the authority and motives of 
the gospel upon them in all their force ; which 
lead men to extend their views and live for 
God and for eternity ; and which compel men 
to ask themselves often and most seriously 
‘what shall Ido thatI may inherit eternal 
life ?? Coleman. 
ay 
Extract from Rev. D. Huntingion’s Poem on 
the pleasures and advantages of true Reli- 
gion. 


O Harry hours to pure devotion giv’a, 
When, on the wings of faith, their spirits rise, 
To hold exalted intercourse with Heav’n, 
And bow before the Monarch of the skies ! 
How fair, when earth’s delusive vision flies, 
Yon land of promise swells in distant view ; 
Where Love's full fount unfailing joy sup- 


plies, 

Where Eden’s bow’rs their forfeit sweets 
renew, 

And all is pure and peaceful, all sincere and 
true ! 


Nor less the pious pleasures that attend 

His daily walk of active usefulness, 

Who, like bis heavenly Master, Man’s best 
Friend, 

Lives but to love, and loving, lives to bless. 

Untaught each gen’rous impulse to suppress, 

By worldly maxims, and by selfish fears. 

A nobler aim his kindly deeds confess : 

Heaven’s bounty with the poor he freely 
shares, 

And soothes the widow’s grief, and dries the 
orphan’s tears. 


Sweet is the music of a grateful voice, 

In whose soit accents grief and gladness blend; 
Where pity bids a drooping heart rejoice, 
And helpless mis’ry finds an unsought friend, 
When days are dark, and gath’ring clouds 

impend, 

Who would not ev’ry sellish wish forego,” 
To actas Heav’n’skind almoner and send 
Those comforts which the sad alone can know, 


|And calm the, swelling breast, and hush ihe 


voice of wa! 
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DAILY PRAYER, 
From Christian Disciple. 


Let us now consider another part of the 
day which is favorable to the duty of prayer ; 
we mean the evening. ‘This season, like the 
morning, is calm aod quiet. Our labors are 
ended, The bustle of life has gone by. ‘The 
distracting g'are of the day has vanished. The 
darkness which surrounds us favors-serious- 
ness, composure, and solemnity. At night 
the earth fades from our sight, and nothing 
of creation is left us but the starry heavens, 
go vast, s0 magnificent, so serene, as if to 
vuide up our thoughts above all earthly things 
to.Ged and immortality. 

This yperiod shonld in part be given to 
prayer, as it furnishes a variety of devotional 
topics and excitements. The evening is the 
close of an important division of time, enc is 
therefore a fit and natural season for stopping 
and looking back on the day. And can we 
ever look back on a day, which bears no wit- 
ness to God, and lays no claim to our grati- 
tude? Who ia it that strengthens us for daily 
Jabor, gives us daily bread, continues our 
friends and common pleasures, and grants us 
the privilege of retiring after the cares of the 
day to a quiet and beloved home? The review 
of the day will often suggest not only these 
ordinary benefits, but peculiar proofs of God’s 
goodness, unlooked for successes, singular 
concurrences of favorable events, signal bless- 
ings sent to our friends, or new and powerful 
aids to our own virtue, which call for pecul- 
jar thankfulness. And shall all these benefits 
pass away unnoticed? Shall we retire ‘to re- 
pose as insensible as the wearied brute ? How 
fit and natural is it, to close with pious ac- 
knowledgement, the day which bas been fil. 
led with divine bepeficence ! 

But the evening is the time to review, not 
enly our blessings, ‘but our actions. A re- 
fecting mind will naturally remember at this 
hour that another day is gone, and gone to 
testify of us toour judge. How natural and 
useful to inquire, what report it has carried 
to heaven. Perhaps we have the satisfaction 

of looking back on a day, which in its general 
tenor has been innocent and pure, which, 
having begun with God’s praise, has been 
spent asin his presence; which hes proved 
the reality of our principles in temptation ; 
and shall such a day end without gratefully 
acknowledging Him in whose strength we 
have bcec strong, and to whom: we owe the 
powers and opportunities of Christian im- 





provement? But no day ‘will present to u; 
recollections of purity unmixed witht sin.— 
Conscience, if suffered to inspect faithfully 
and speak plainly, will recount irregular i. 
sires, and defective motives, taleats wasted 
and time mispent; and shall we fet the day 

J 


pass from as without penitently confessing | 
F bf <. 


our offences to Him who has Witnessed therm. 
and who has promised pardon to true repeat. 
ance? Shall we retire to rest with a burden 
of unlamented and unforgiven guilt upon ov: 
consciences? Shall we leave these stains tc 
spread over and sink into the soul? A religious 
recollection of our lives is one) of the chief 
instruments of piety. Lf possible,no day should 
end without it. If wetake no account of our 
sins.on the day on which they are committed 

can we hope that theywill recur tous at a mote 
distant period, ‘that we shall watch against 


them ‘tomorrow, or that we shall gain the 


strength to-resist them, which we will not im. 
plore ? 

‘One observation more, and we have done. 
The evening is a fit time for prayer, not only 
as it ends the day, but as it immediately pre- 
cedes the period of repose. ‘The ‘hour of ac- 
tivity having passed, we are soon fo sink into 
insensibility and sleep. How fit that we re. 
sign ourselves to the care of that Being who 
never sleeps, to whom the darkness is as the 
light, and whose providence is obr only safe- 
ty! How fit to intreat him that he would keep 
us to another day; or, if our bed should 
prove our grave, that he would give us a 
part io the resurrection of the just, and awake 
to a purer and immortal life. The most im- 
portant periods of prayer have now been 
pointed out. Let ourprayers, like the an- 
cient sacrifices, ascend morning and evening. 
Let .our days begin and end with God 

~oro— 
_ HE DAILY GOODNESS OF Gop. 

My God ! how endless 18 thy love! 

Thy gifts are every eveningnew; _ 

And morning mercies from above 

Gently distil like early dew. 


‘Thou spread’st the curtain of the night, 
* Great Guardian of my sleeping hours ! 

Thy sovereign word restores the light, 

And quickens all my drowsy powers. 


I yield my powers to thy command ; 
To thee | consecrate my days ; 
Perpetual blessings from thy hand © 
Demand perpetual songs of praise. 
| Watte. 
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